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SUBJECT: APPLICABILITY OF MINIMUM WAGE TO FOREIGN 
DOMESTIC EMPLOYEES OF EMPLOYEES OF INTER- 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

REF: STATE 31 1189 

THE DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT HAS JUST REPLIED TO OUR 
REQUEST CONCERNING INFORMATION SOUGHT IN REFTEL AS 
FOLLOWS: 

1 . THERE IS NO GENERAL LEGISLATIVE CONTROL OF MINIMUM 
WAGES IN THE U.K. THAT APPLIES ACROSS THE BOARD. TWO 
AREAS OF SPECIFIC CONTROL EXIST.DESCRIBED IN PARAS 

2 AND 3. AND CONSULTATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF 
EMPLOYMENT CONFIRMS THAT IT IS EXTREMELY DOUBTFUL IF 
THESE WOULD APPLY TO THE EMPLOYEES IN QUESTION. 

2. THE WAGES COUNCILS: WAGES COUNCILS HAVE BEEN SET 
UP IN CERTAIN INDUSTRIES UNDER STATUTORY PROVISIONS 

TO LAY DOWN LEGALLY ENFORCEABLE MINIMUM RATES OF PAY 
AND OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT. EACH 
COUNCIL RELATES TO A SPECIFIC INDUSTRY AND CLEARLY 
DEFINES THOSE TYPES OF EMPLOYEES WHOSE WAGES ARE CON- 
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TROLLED BY ITS ORDERS. NO COUNCIL EXISTS FOR DOMESTIC 
STAFF OF ANY KIND AND IT IS THEREFORE DOUBTFUL THAT THE 
WAGES COUNCIL MACHINERY IS RELEVANT TO THE PRESENT 
PROBLEM. 

3. SCHEDULE 1 1 OF THE EMPLOYMENT PROTECTION ACT (1975): 

NEW LEGISLATION. COMING INTO FORCE AT THE BEGINNING OF 
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1977, PROVIDES FOR THE EXTENSION OF THE RECOGNIZED TERMS 
AND CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT IN A GIVEN INDUSTRY AND 
LOCALITY TO ALL COMPARABLE EMPLOYERS. THE LEGISLATIVE 
PROCEDURE' HOWEVER. DEPENDS UPON THE ACTION OF A 
REGISTERED TRADE UNION OR AN EMPLOYERS ASSOCIATION TO 
MAKE A CLAIM THAT LESS FAVORABLE TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
ARE BEING OBSERVED BY A PARTICULAR EMPLOYER. AS TRADE 
UNIONISM IS VIRTUALLY UNHEARD OF IN THE DOMESTIC 
SERVICES TRADES THIS WOULD SEEM TO BE OF LITTLE AP- 
PLICATION IN THE CURRENT CIRCUMSTANCES. AS THE LAW 
ALSO REQUIRES FOR ALL TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF EMPLOY- 
MENT TO BE CONSIDERED, IN THIS CASE THIS WOULD INCLUDE 
THE ROOM AND FOOD ETC.. IT SEEMS THAT ANY CLAIM UNDER 
SCHEDULE 1 1 WOULD BE UNLIKELY TO SUCCEED. 
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